CIVICS
Foreign Policy Essay
 It can be argued that the most important role of any government is to protect and serve the people at home. Domestic policy should be the primary focus of any government, should it not?. After all, that is the essential task of a government -- to take care of its own people. Recall the ideas of John Locke who argued that the role of Government is to protect “life, liberty and property”. However, we now live in a globalized society. The world has shrunk; everything  is interconnected; there is very little room for “isolation” any more. To amend the words of John Donne: “no [country] is an island”. Instead the actions of one country are like ripples in a still pond. The actions of just one country can affect the world as a whole. The size of those ripples, however, are proportional to the size of the object that causes the disturbance. 
As arguably the only remaining superpower, the effect of U.S. Foreign policy has the ability to reshape the world at large. Our National support and/or our disapproval can mean the difference between economic prosperity and economic disaster, stability and instability, military victory and military defeat. As the United States of America, not only do we function as the world's largest economy (at least for now), but we also hold an extremely powerful position as a military leader. Our military power stems particularly from NATO, our permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council and our numerous other Alliances: such as the RIO Pact, the Japanese Pact, The Philippines Pact, the Korea Pact, the Twain Pact, etc. Any attack on one of our allies is considered an attack on the United States and therefore compels us to take decisive action.  And visa versa. Is this not the policy of deterrence manifest? While domestic policy should not be undervalued, I would argue that foreign policy is perhaps even more important now than ever before. Without international friendships we can have no peace. Without international conflict, we have no power. 
	INSTRUCTIONS:
For this assignment you will choose one Country with which the USA has particularly “shaky” foreign relations. Your assignment will be to research the U.S. Foreign policy with regard to that nation. You will write an approximately 4-6 page research paper that explores the relationship between the country you chose and the United State of America. Your essay can take a historical or contemporary approach. Or Both 
OR
You may choose one facet of U.S. foreign policy (such as Humanitarian aid, Military aid, climate change, energy security, counterterrorism, etc. ) and research how that particular policy is manifest across the globe. You will research facts, statistics, historical examples, etc. that will exemplify the U.S. foreign policy that you have chosen. You will write an approximately 4-6 page research paper that explores one facet of U.S. Foreign Policy at length.


In your essay you must address the following:
1. the History of our relations with that country or the history of our policy in general
2. the majors issues that are points of contention
3. who were the major “players” in this policy (president? Secretary of State? US military? NATO, etc.)
4. the actions that have been taken to alleviate or exacerbate these tensions
5. how has our Foreign Policy affected that or those countries for the better or the worse.
REQUIREMENTS
· Typed, double spaced, times new roman, 12 pt font
· Heading (Name, date, class, teacher) in the upper right hand corner
· A unique Title
· Page number in lower right hand corner
· approximately 4-6 pages in length
· approximately 4-5 different sources used and cited correctly
· Wikipedia is an acceptable source but must be used sparingly
· the resource section at the bottom of Wikipedia is a very helpful place to look
· all citations must be in Chicago Turabian Citation Format (footnotes)
· that means no bibliography 
HERE ARE SOME IDEAS TO CONSIDER:
	· Iran (the Revolution and the current Atomic crisis)



· China
· Syria
· Iraq
· Afghanistan
· Egypt
· Libya
· Israel and Palestine
· Pakistan and India
	· Russia
· Nicaragua (the Contra Affair)
· Mexico
· North Korea
· Human Trafficking
· Climate Change
· Conflict and Stabilization
· Counter Terrorism
· Democracy and Human Rights
· Energy Security
· Health
	· Piracy
· War Crimes
· Women’s Issues
· Youth
· Middle East Transition to Democracy
· Narcotics
· Nonproliferation
· Food Security


THESE WEBSITES MAY HELP YOU IN YOUR RESEARCH
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/foreign-policy
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.state.gov/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_policy_of_the_United_States
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