
Healdsburg High School

Mr. Gazdik
Government/ Economics Syllabus

Course Requirements
I.        CURRENT EVENTS-10 pts. each.  Must be typed.
a. News must be “current” –within the year 
b. Topic (must be of international significance), source, and date must be included
c. First paragraph should be a general description of the article: who, what, why, where, etc.

d. Second paragraph should be your reaction to the article: why it is important, do your agree/disagree, what is your opinion, explanation, etc. 

e. You will be required to present one current event per semester in front of the class and should be well prepared to answer questions about the article.

II. CORNELL NOTES (a.k.a Read and Respond)- 10 pts each.  

a. This note taking strategy will frequently be assigned to help guide your understanding of the reading. 

b. Paper is to be divided in half length-wise, and then divided again width-wise into a top section (2/3) and a bottom (1/3) section. In the end their should be a total of three sections  
c. The right side will be filled with an outline of learned information from text or handout readings, the left side will be key points. And the bottom of the page will be a short summary of what you learned above. 

d. Cornell Notes should be at least one page in length (front and back). 

III. COLLABORIZE CLASSROOM

a. Collaborize classroom is an on-line discussion forum. Each student is required to create a Collaborize account (which I will discuss in more detail). Internet access is necessary to complete these assignments.

b. Periodically I will post a question or comment on Collaborize. Students must then respond in a well written and thought-out response post. After students have posted their response they will then be responsible for reading and responding to a specified number of posts by their peers. 

IV. PROJECTS AND RESEARCH:
a. Various projects will be assigned throughout the semester.  Some will involve group presentations and some will be based on individual efforts. 

b. Some class work hours will be provided to work, as well as library time for research when necessary.

V. EXAMS:

a. Exams will be given at the end of each specified sections and/ or unit.

b. Exams may include multiple choice, fill-in the blank, matching, as well as an in-class essay portion (typically in the form of a Data Based Question).

c. Exams missed because of an excused absence must be taken on the first day the student returns to class or at the teacher’s discretion. All exams must be made up before a specified period of time (to be announced).  If not, zero points will be given for the exam.

VI. GRADING POLICY:



Students will be graded on a point scale.  You may                                                                                                                  

           100-90% A/A- 


keep track of you own grade by checking on Aries 
89-80%  B+/B/B-

Gradebook. Grades will automatically appear as soon as 

79-70%  C+/C/C-

I have entered them in the grade-book. Please feel 

69-60%  D+/D/D-

to ask me about a grade you have received, but only 

before or after class, before school, during break, lunch or after school.
a. Your grade will be based on the accumulation of points throughout the semester. The following is the layout for your semester grades based on percentages:

10% Final Exam

15% Projects and Essays
25% First Grading Period

25% Second Grading Period

25% Third Grading Period 

VI. 
     NOTEBOOK: a valuable resource throughout the semester. 

a. three-ring binder, at least one inch thick.

b. Collected on assigned days.  

c. Contents- notes, handouts, personal responses, group notes, etc.

d. Dividers between each unit.

e. Title page.

VII. DAILY PLANNER:  Students are expected to keep track of all homework assignments in their daily planners. Cell phones are a great resource for recording all homework assignments

VIII. WEBSITE: I have created a website for this class in particular. The website will be updated the evening before every class. This website will show the daily agenda, it will chronicle all the homework for the entire semester and school year, and it will provide students with course documents that may be downloaded and printed in case you are absent. 
Moreover, this website will also contain all the powerpoint presentations, all the study guides, and other online videos and resources to help you succeed. I strongly suggest that you make it a habit to frequently check the website. Check the website if you have any questions about this class.
The website URL is:           www.gazdikhistoryhhs.weebly.com
IX. EXTRA HELP: Students should know that I will do my best to be available for extra help when needed.  Please come and talk to me anytime you need help, have a question, or a concern. 

Course Expectations

1. Respect the right of others to learn and respect my right to teach. Treat other appropriately.

2. Be quiet and respectful when people are talking AND be quiet and respectful during school announcements.

3. Come to class prepared. You should have a pen, pencil, highlighter, papers, a three-ring binder with dividers, and colored pens or pencils with you during each class meeting. Your tree-ring binder will be your class portfolio and will be collected at specific time throughout the semester. 

4. You must be able to access the internet to complete homework assignments. If this is a problem, it is you responsibility to notify me immediately. If you do not have access from you home, you may use the internet in the library.

5. You are responsible for handling your absences and make-up work.  I will not remind you nor will I remember unless you take responsibility. You will receive a zero for and assignments until you make them up.

6. You are responsible for you own work. If you miss an assignment, check the website or ask another student about it. If you have done this and you still have questions, then you may come and ask me before or after class.

LATE WORK: Late homework will receive half credit, and must be turned in before the end of the unit. Homework will not be accepted once a unit is completed. 

ABSENT WORK: You have as many days as you were absent to make up homework or exams for full credit. See me immediately upon your return to make up your exams. 

7. Large projects are due at the beginning of the class period. Anything after that will be docked 25% of the total credit; the next day 50% of the total credit, and the second day it will not be accepted at all. No excuses, no exceptions.

8. CHEATING: if you are caught cheating you will automatically receive a zero for your assignment and I will notify your parents and school administration. You will also receive a zero on your assignment if you are caught working on it during another instructor’s class.
9. CELL PHONES: Cell phones are not to be used during class time unless students are otherwise instructed to do so. All cell phones must be turned off or on silent and out of sight. If you are caught using your cell phone in class, I will take the phone and you will not get it back until after school. Multiple offences and the phone will go to the administrative office.

Students are encouraged to use their cell phones to keep track of homework assignments and to look up information, but NO TEXTING DURING CLASS.

Gov/ Econ Notebook
Good organization is an essential part of becoming a successful student. It is for this reason that you will be required to keep an organized three-ring binder in this class. Your binders will be collected and reviewed throughout the semester.

GENERAL GUIDELINES:

· Must be in a three-ringed binder, at least one inch thick

· Must have six divider sections
- Each divider section must be clearly labeled .

· There must be a title page in the front of your notebook with all of your personal information (e.g. name, class, teacher, period)

· Feel free to decorate it if you wish

· There will be NO LOOSE ITEMS in your notebook. Everything must be 3-hole punched and in the correct location.

SECTION GUIDELINES:

· Each divider section should be in this order. You may also have additional divider sections to separate these things as well.
· Notes (class notes in front / Cornell Notes in back)
· In-class work

· Reading Handouts

· Homework

· Current Events

· Essays/ Exams 

· You should have TONS of binder paper in your notebooks.

GRADING: You notebook will be graded twice during each semester. So STAY ORGANIZED!

AVID: If you are an AVID student, please organize your binder as your AVID teacher suggests.

YOU MAY NOT HAVE MATERIAL FROM ANY OTHER SUBJECT IN YOUR BINDER AT ALL!!!!
Dear Parent or Guardian,


Hello. I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you and your family. My name is Josh Gazdik and I will be your student’s world history teacher this year. I will be working closely with your student in the subject area of Government and Economics and I hope that this school year will be a successful one.


During this course of study, students will explore the foundations of democracy, modern government systems, American Democracy and current political issues. In the second semester we will look into the study of Economics and issues challenging the global economy today. We will also be spending a great deal of time mastering critical thinking skills, textual analysis skills, and reading and writing skills that students will need in their future colleges or careers.

Parental involvement in your student’s education is fundamental. It is for this reason that I encourage you to contact me through the high school for any questions or comments that you may have throughout the year. 


I am looking forward to working with your students and I am confident that this will be a great semester. 

Sincerely,

Joshua A. Gazdik

jgazdik@husd.com
P.S.: Please read through your student’s course expectations and requirements and sign below. Your student will receive five points for returning this letter to class by our next class meeting.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STUDENTS NAME: __________________________________

I have read and understand the course requirements and expectations. I agree to be responsible for active participation in this class based on the information that I have received. 

___________________________________

(Students Signature)

I have read the policies for this Gov/ Econ class and I am aware of my student’s responsibilities. I understand the policy on late work, internet access, and cell phone usage.

__________________________________

(Parent Signature)

Additional Comments or Concerns:






