Mr. Gazdik

Civics 

Social Contract Project
Essentially, in order to have a healthy and functioning society there must be a balance between liberty and control. Or said another way, there need to be a balance between GOVERNMENT and FREEDOM. James Madison once said, “If men were angels, no government would be necessary”. But, as you well know, men are not angels! And so government is a necessity of society.

On the one hand, government institutions are intended to serve the people. But in doing so the government puts restraints on the population at large and often violates individual freedom for the benefit of the whole (supposedly). 
But in order to balance the equation, we decide to GIVE UP certain freedoms in order to get something in return (security, safety, public services, education, etc.). The social contract is essentially the reason that society functions in a state of order. The social contract is the reason that people stop at stop signs, drive the speed limit, pay their taxes, obey the law and even go to school. Nevertheless, this balance is often hard to maintain and even harder to define in any definitive manner. 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS: For this assignment you will be creating a visual representation of the social contract. In order to do so you must choose one of the following options.
1) Choose a current event in U.S. politics that shows how our own government or people have, or are about to overstep their respective role. How is/will the balance between liberty and control be tilted one way or another if they break the social contract? Use primary and secondary sources to verify and validate your information. Use pictures and quotes and references to the things we have discussed in class (the Bill of Rights…Hint, Hint) to display your example. 
2) Choose a current event in foreign politics of how a government or its people have, or are about to overstep their respective role. How is/will the balance between liberty and control be tilted one way or another if they break the social contract? Use primary and secondary sources to verify and validate your information. Use pictures and quotes and references to display your example. 
Requirements For Everyone:

· You must create your visual representation on poster board of some sort

· You must use at least 4 difference sources of information

· You must use pictures, texts and other creative elements to tell about your event

· You must type up a short summary of the event that you used for your project. You will include a proper title and heading. You will include a description of how this event represents a violation of the social contract and you will also references of the sources which you used for your project. Please be sure to tell me about the outcome of the event. If the event has not yet happened then please make a prediction. Please paste this summary to the back side of your project. 

All PROJECTS DUE WEDNESDAY 9/19 

(due when the bell rings 4th period)
